Appellate Court Visits
Wilbur Cross High School

By Siephen Rosenberg and Karen Kravetz

1 October 12, 2006, the Connecticut Appellate Cousrt

convened an actual court session in the auditorium of
New Haver's Wilbur Cross High School. This special event was the
idea of the Honorable Lubbie Harper Jr., an Appeltate Court judge
who is a graduate of Wilbur Cross.

Seudents from New Haven's public high schools artended the
arguments, which were presided over by a panel consisting of Judge
Harper, Judge Chase Rogers and Judge Douglas Levine. The judges
heard oral arguments in two criminal appeals, State of Connecticut
v. Charlie Santiago, which involved a murder conviction, and State
of Connecticut v. Kenneth Wells, which involved convictions for
attempt to commit first-degtee assault and conspiracy to commit
first-degree assault.

Afcer arguments for each case, the judges and court staff left the
audirorium to allow the students to participate in a question and
answer session with guest panelists Attorney Tara Knight, Professor
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Immediate past president foe Rini {1) and Appetlaic Conrt Commirtee member
Steve Rosenberg (R) welcomed guest panelists Tara Knight, Professor Ranald
Sullivan and Professor Timothy Everett at the breakfast.
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Ronald Sullivan of
Yale-Taw-School;-and
Professor Timothy
Everetr of the University
of Connecticur School
of Law. The students
also asked questions

of the four attorneys
who arpued the cases:
Lauren Weisfeld, Nancy
Chupﬁk, Glenn Falk and
James Ralls.

The students
prepared their quesiions
with the help of the
New Haven County
Bar Association and
local artorneys, who had
visited classrooms on
Seprember 27th to reach
the students abour the
court system, courtroom
decorum, and the two
cases thar the Appellate
Court would hear on
Ocrober 12th.

This year, the
NHCBA is celebrating

over 100 years of

Over 300 high school students attended the two
oral arguments. Students were able o ask the
guest panelists questions at the conclusion of
edch argument.

Several members of the NHCBAY Public
Service Committee attended the breakfast held
before the Court went into session. (L-R) Pat
Kaplan, Andy Lubin, Carolyn Kone, NHCBA
President Gary Skluver, and Irene Jacobs.

serving local attorneys
and the community.
“Public education is and
always has been a very
important part of our
mission”, said Joseph L. Rini, NHCBA Immediate Past President
and a member of the organizing committee. The idea for the event
was created during Rini’s year.

“This is one of the biggest events the NHCBA Public Service
Committee has ever hosted and represents a wonderful collaboration
berween the Bar and high school teachers”, stated Carolyn Kone, co-
chair of the NHCBA Public Service Committee, event organizer and
an artorney at Brenner, Saltzman & Waflman in New Haven.

In preparation for the Appellate Court event, the NHCBA
collaborated with the Judge Harper and che Judicial Branch,
twenty-six actorneys, fifteen faw firms and legal organizations,
thirteen high school teachers, professors from Yale, University of
Connecticur and Quinniptac Univessity, and hundreds of students
at ten area high schools.

NHCBA would like to thank the entire Appellate Court, and
Judge Harper in parricular, for providing the students with this
wonderful learning experience. NHCBA would also like to thank
the New Haven Public School system, the teachers at New Haverrs
higlrschools, and the attornéys who devoted their time and crergy
to this endeavor (see related box).

Finally, many thanks go to the members of the organizing
committee, who spent hours pulling everything together: Rini,
Kone, Karen Kravetz (Susman, Duffy & Segaloff), Rachel Mandel
(Tyler Cooper), Stephen Rosenberg (Murtha Cullina), and NHCBA
staff member Martha Messier, %
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matters, we no longer meet each other at the weekly Monday
niorring shiort calendars to discuss law and life, Witlresmail,
voicemail and the increasing use of paralegals, we no longer need to
speak with our adversaries, let alone meet them in person.

As L assume the presidency of the New Haven County Bar
Association, | intend to promote programs and events which not
only will offer opportunities to improve the quality of our legal
representation but which also will strengchen the personal bonds
between us.

To accomplish my goal, I need your help. I would ask each of
you to commit in the upcoming year to participate in a committee,
attend several CLE programs, join us for a Bench-Bar reception,
attend a Lunch with a Judge program, hefp with a skating party
in our Adopt-a-School program, or play poker at our Summer
Outing, among other things.

Wich luck, you might be lucky enough to form a Necklas lunch
group of your own. #




