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LCUTION &

| Carpenter Challenges Hearsay Evidence

Clinton, to impress her and cement their

= relationship in 1994. Carpenter was

.:: stunned and horrified, she testified, when
;ut she learned of Buzz’s death, but inexplica-

bly continued her stormy affair with Clein
ark | for another 18 months.
im | - Out of the presence of the jury,
ack | Carpenter’s special public defenders, Hugh
wor | E Keefe and Tara Knight, had argued stren-
on | uously, to New London Superior Court
aat 'Iudge Robert ]. Devlin Jr., to allow expert
nd | testimony about abusive co-dependent rela-
€. | tionships from neuropsychologist Robert
Novelly, drawing on recent research. Devlin
refused to allow it, on grounds Novelly had-
it tested Carpenter and Clein to determine
.t their personalities fit the syndrome, and
because it would confuse the jury.

On Feb. 7, Assistant Public Defender
Mark Rademacher argued to the state
Supreme Court that the exclusion of that
testimony so -violited Carpenter’s Sixth
Amendment right to put on a full and ade-

Thiornas 8. Scheffey

New London State’s Attorney Kevin T. Kang, leff, photographed with Beth Carpenter's
trial lawyers Tara Knight and Hugh Keefe, argued that the evidence in question was only
admitted to prove motive, and therefore wasn't barred by the hearsay rule.

quate defense that she deserved a new trial.
New London State’s Attorney Kevin T.
Kane countered that no diagnostic testirig is

e “because the battering is in evidence

“which is meaningless,” Kane asserted.
Justice Joette Katz took exception. “Why
isn’t it enough to testify that the behavior is

| ‘consistent’ with the personality [traits of
. -the' syndrothel], she asked. Xane conceded
that would have evidentiary value, retract-

" withiit the syifdrome evidence?

pendency syndrome duting closing argu-
ments. Rademacher answered, “They wete
unable to, because there’s nothing in the
record to support it—it’s just not persuasive

4 il

Keefe and Knight attended ‘the Feb. 7

2a | in those cases” He said that, without such
tests, all that Novelly could testify is that the
Clein-Carpenter relationship was ‘consis-
8- | tent with the codependency syndrome,

ing his use of “meaningless.”

Justice Richard N. Palmer asked
Rademacher, during his rebuttal, whether
the defense had at least explained the code-

arguments. Keefe is a partner in New
Haverrs Lynch, Traub, Keefe and Errante.

B Scc'NEXT PAGE

he Pan 1 h | . - v * F o= — 3 R [ -
»| Colombo: Unpaid Leave Forced Resignation
X B From EMBATTLED on PAGE 1 came only after months of being subjected to repeated ridicule by
a Bothwell, Assistant Public Defender Thomas |. Wynne Jr., special
public defender Wayne Keeney and Jessica Macho, a social worker
who works in the public defender’s office. In his affidavit, Colombo
contends he is dyslexic and being treated for Adult Attention Deficit
Disorder, both of which were the basis for much of the alleged
harassment.

“I really don’t know what’s going on,” Colembo said last week of
the settlement talks. “First there was a deal in place, now there jsn’t”

Colombo said he is entitled to back pay, sick time and vacation
time, He claims the Division of Criminal Justice
withheld his pay to force him to resign. He also
maintained that he was offered positions within
the criminal justice division, in Rocky Hill and

Division of Criminal Justice]. Three weeks went by and I didn’t
i | hear from them” Colombo said it would have been unethical, as an
d. { attorney, to default on his student loan payments as the result of
w | having no paycheck.

1 Bethany attorney Norman Pattis, who is representing Colombo
s, | wi a state Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities com-
1w ( Plaint against the criminal justice division and the Division of
Public Defender Services, said a settlement agreement was being
worked out between Colombo and his superiors
after Colombo was placed on paid leave in July. “I
“s | dom’t think he double-dipped,” Pattis said. “He
n | was constructively discharged,” Pattis said.

1 Tnhn Runeenttn Aeristr ~hinf ctate’s abbamm e in

Michael Colomho

rlaime he Aidn't cfnrt
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