State to
bankroll
suspect’s
experts

Witnesses to be paid

in teen’s murder trial -

By Tucker McCormack
Register Staff

MILFORD — The state will pay” .
for expert witnesses to assist in the |

defense of a West Haven teen-
accused of fatally stabbing her

er -

five-in boyfriend, a Superior Coutt

judge ruled Wednesday. A

Judge Bruce Thompson granted ’
a defense motion requesting the:
state pay the cost of retaining ex--
pert witnesses to help defend’
Charissa Willette, -18. She: is’

charged with murder in the killing"

of Kevin Finch, 22, formerly of
Milford. :

Willette is unemployed and her
father has ‘‘used all of his avail-’
able assets to retain private coun-
sel and bond his daughter out of
jail,"* according to the motion filed
by Willette’s private attorney, Tara
Knight of New Haven. P

The judge’s ruling requires Wil
tette and her father to file affida<
vits supporting their claims of
indigency. _ 3

*“The defendant’s father, who
intended on paying all the costs in:
fees in this case, recently became,
disabled and is not working,”” the:
motion states. g

According to a fee schedule ad#

ministered by the state Judiciaf.
Department, psychiatrists are enti~

tled to a flat fee of $125 for court

appearances and testimony, with a; -
$25-an-hour rate charged for each: .
hour in excess of the first two,
hours they are required to be in}--
court. e

Psychiafrists also are entitled to‘: -

$50 per hour for travel to prison or:
state hospitals to conduct,
examinations. :

Knight said she has not yet d_ei'i '

termined what kind of expert wit-

nesses will, be retained and

whether they will include psychia:'.
trists, foremsic experts or other,
specialists. ¢

Police said Willette, who is free'-'i .

on $150,000 bail, plunged
eight-inch kitchen knife inte.
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Finch's héatt during a domestic
dispute April 26 in the couple’s
i mobile home on Jones Hill Road
in West Haven. ~ -
Thompson’s - order directs the
state to pay all costs determined to

y defense witnesses
an abused girffriend who grabbec
_a knife in an apparent act of self-
defense. She said the stabbing oc-
curred during a“domestic djsput
in which Finch allegedly chokec
Willette, spit on her, threw hét intc
a couch and called her vulgarities
- Willefte’s actions  were ~'no

be “‘necessary and reasonable’ in * - consistent’’ with a murder, accord

helping Knight prepare a qgfqgge
for her client. R e I
" .The .order does not incfﬁci't} ‘Bt
torney’s fees. T |

State’s -Attorney Mary Galvin
declined comment because the
matter is a pending case. ;

i In August, a Supedor Court

i judge

?' prababie cause to justify the prose- .
cution’s murder case against

' Willette.

~ During a probable cause hear-

. ing, Knight suggested Wjllette was

urt e trailer;"
determined there is enough - end of the er; - demonstyy

..ing to Knight, who sdid Willett:
*:called Finch’s parents, dialed 91
#ind placed a towel on his Woun
., after the stabbing. S

“* 3 Galvin, however, said Willett
‘grabbed the knife in the kifche
-area of the trailer and then bgcke
“Finch into a bedroom at the othe
tin

-

#5he acted with clear aggréssic
rand intent to harm Finch. it~
. As Finch was trapped inside tf
" bedroom, Willette stabbed throug
the bedroom door with the kni
several times, Galvin claimed.
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