FH CARPENTER, under house arrest at her parents' home inLedyard, goes on trial next menthenaca
rder of her brother-in-law. “I feel a large injustice has been committed,”
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pital felony charge. She is accused of playing a role inthe
Carpenter said during an interview last week. "fwant vindication."

THE TRIAL OF HER LIFE

Vears After Arrest, Woman Accused In Tortuous Plot o Kill Brother-In-Law Eager For Day [n Court

By LYNNE TUQHY
COURANT STAFF WRITER

LEDYARD — Beth Carpenter studied to bea
setor as an undergraduate, but took thelaw
hool admission test on a whim.She scored an
pressive 90th percentile, and her career path
ok aradical turn.

She ~»rmed her law degree from Catholic
his v in 1990, interned at the Securities
1d Iacnange Commission and yearned to
ractice corporate law. She passed bar exams in
'ow York, Connecticutand Washingtoi, D.C
Her biggest case begins Nov. 13, but she may
woke her right to remain silent.

nter's life took yet

Cnvr
Seven years ago, Beth Carpe

ancther radical turm.

Carpenter, 37, is charged with capital felony
and could spend the rest of her life behind bars if
she is convicted of playing arole in the murder
of her brother-in-iaw, Ansen “Buzz” Clinton,

There is no forensic evidence — fingerprints,
DNA, bloody clothing —linking Carpenter to
Clinton’s death. Instead, her trial wili feature a
web of bizarre relationships, obsessions and
vengeance. It will un on whom the jury
believes, and disbelieves, after hearing
testimony about whether Carpenter helped
orchestrate the murder to protecta young niece
from perceived abuse by the child’s stepfather,

Clinton.

Who is this woman?

Now London State’s Attorney Kevin Kane
would haveajury believe she is a manipulative
misiress who begged her cocaine-addicted law
partner, Haiman Clein. to have Clinton killed.

Carpenter, who greatly assisted police in
apprehending Clein, begs to differ.

“1 faela large injustice has been committed,”
Carpenter said durtnga two-nour interview las
week, T want vindication.”

Carpenter was sitting in theliving roomof 3
modest ranch house in which she grew up, nov
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a stone’s throw from the entrance to
the Mashantucket Pequot Museum.
The Foxwoods Resort Casino and its
towering hotels were built on the
_dunes and trails over which Carpenter
and her friends used fo ride horses and
bicycles as children.

Now, Carpenter can no mere visit
that museum or casine than set foot on
the grass oufside her own door. Her
right ankle is banded with an elec-
tronic monitoring “bracelet” that will
sound an alarm if she steps outside the
walls of the home she shares with her
parents, sister and her sister’s four
children, aged 4 to 11. Another heloved
family member is Renny, the deathly
sick puppy she nursed back to health.
He's now her constant companion.

But the electronic monitor repre-
sents the most freedom of movement
she’s had since her arrest in Dublin,
Ireland, on Nov. 11, 1997, as she left a
gym following a workout. She spent
three years in prison, in Ireland and at
the York Correctional Institution in
e X Niantic, before her lawyers persuaded
G a judge to reduce her bond from $1 mil-
- lien to $150,000, conditioned on “house
arrest.”

That was almost a year ago. Proba-
» M%wdﬂmﬁr to and from
V10 o e Fobiri o thé house.
- the day after President Kennedy was
assassinated. She is the oldest of three
children. Her sister, Kim, 35, works at
a McDonald's. Her 31-year-old brother,
Richard, is chief operating officer of
Mew England Sash in Boston,
me[?:xﬁlrd tsecl;l&ed a logical place for
Y to settle. Carpenter’s father,
{ Richard, spent 22 years with the Navy,
383 an engine man based in Croton,
low he runs hisown landscaping com-
y. goex‘;e moutl]er. Cynthia, is a nurse
. T Who consuyl i
rsing homes, ts with local
ter attendeqd Ledyard public
PO0%S- Because there were three girls
. 5 Bethin her second-grade class,
B (o o 0 S i
Both Anp hgmsh her. “T hated
A, m ths € said, but it haunts
. € warrant for her arrest

T T THOST OT LI1E

STOTIes WEILLen apoul
hercase.

One of her hobbies as a child was
crocheting, and she would sell her
projects at church fairs. She is Pro-
testant, and her ancestry is a mix of
English and German, atthough she of-
ten is mistaken for Irish because of he‘r
reddish-blond hair and how promi-
nently Ireland figures in the case. In
high school, her nickname was “Red.”

She was an honors student through-
out high school, and a member of the
track, basketball and swim teams. She
also worked on the school newspaper
and yearbook. A guidance counselor
urged her to consider George Wash-
ington University, and that’s where
she took pre-med courses. But her
interest in becoming a doctor — the as-
piration stated in her high school year-

_ book —had waned, and she did not ap-

a

ply to any medical schools.

After graduating from college, Car-
penter attended several law school
classes with a friend who was enrolled
at the University of Conmecticut
School of Law, and decided to attend
law school. She graduated from the Co-
Iwrmbus School of Law at Catholic Uni-
versity in 1990, then fraveled Europe
with her brother for several months
before casting about for a job in corpo-
ratelaw.

The economy was plummeting and
it was a tough time to be looking for
work, and Carpenter wound up volun-
teering in the Norwich public defend-
er's office, working with attorney Ed-
ward O'Regan.

“She was a very nice person,” O'Re-

gan recalled Thursday. “Kind of bash-
ful. Shy. I was shocked when Isaw the
charges. It didn't seem consistent with
what I knew of her. The stories I see

and the person [ knew are two different '

people.” -

O'Regan introduced Carpenter to
another young lawyer, Michael Hasse,
and the two wound up sharing office

space briefly as they entered private

practice.

“That was my first paying job,” Car- '

penter said. “Thad clients, but it wasn't
exactly what I wanted to do. I wanted
more giidance. [.was right out of law
school and Hasse was even younger.”

On Nov. 7, 1992, at age 28, Carpenter
Jjoined the Qld Saybrook law firm of
Clein and Frasure.

Carpenter's defense lawyers, Tara
Knight and Hugh Keefe, agreed to let
Carpenter be interviewed on the
grounds that she not discuss certain
subjects, including the allegations
against her and her relationship with
Clein, who will be the state’s star wit-
nessagainst her. But certain factsare a
matter of public record.
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~ retained custody of the child through-

_ before a warrant was issued for herar-
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Clein, now 60, was £ years older
than Carpenter and on his fourth mar-
riage when she joined the firm. The
two began having an affair about a
year later. Clein has testified that he
was obsessed with her. He also was
usinga variety of drugs, principally co-
czine. At one point in their relation-
ship, she was pregnant with twins, but
miscarried after the first trimester.

Carpenter's family, meanwhile, was
emtbroiled in a custody batile over
Kim's oldest child, now 11, who has
lived at the Ledyard home most of her
life. Beth's parents went to courtfo try
t0 obtain custody of the child. Eventhe
girl’s biological father, John Gall, en-
tered the dispute to seek custody. Kim

oltt.

Nobody much liked Kim's new hus-
band, Buzz Clinton, a man known for
his temper. Clein testified that Carpen-
ter belicved her niece was being
abused by Clinton. Carpenter has nev-
er addressed the issue publicly.

Clinton was shot to death on March
14, 1994, by Mark Despres, a drug deal-
er and devil worshipsr who ook his 16-
yvear-old sonalong fortheride, Despres
has pleaded guilty to murder and con-
spiracy to commit murder and is
awaiting sentencing. He said that
Clein hired him to kill Clinton,

According to the arrest warrant ap-
plication in Carpenter’s case, Despres
also told police Carpenter attended
several of his meetings with Clein
when the murder plot was discussed.

Keefe said during one court appear-
ance that he has a letter from Despres
recanting earlier statements he made
implicating Catpenter. The letter is
not a public document, and Keefe
would not reveal ‘its contents last
week. .

In October 1995 — 19 months after
Clinton’smurder and nearly two years

rest — Carpenter left Ledyard for Lon-
don. She and her lawyers bristle over
references that she was a fugitive from
Justice or “hiding out” in Europe.

T had been looking for a job here for
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penter said. "I was also locking for a
job over there [England). I got an offer
and followed up.” ;
When her visa in England expired,
early in 1997, Carpenter moved to Du:
blin. $till, ho warrant had been iss :
for her arrest, Whilethere, she wor
ata restaurant, took international
and taxation courses at Dublin Uni
versity, joined a gymand rented af]
Carpenter and her lawyers emph#
size that she used her own name, 1
an alias, in both countries and ¥
cooperating with authorities in
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. Knight said Carpenter even hired a
 lawyer and filed a lawsuit against a
L drunken driver who had struck her as
| she walked horne from the gym, caus-
f ing serious injuries to her shoulder,

back and foot.

“She sought out the authorities,”
Knight said.

Clein fled Connecticut in December
1895, when police obtained a warrant
for hisarrest on capital felony charges.

[ He kept in touch with Carpenter, how-
ever, without realizing that she was
keeping in touch with investigators in
the case. It was Carpenter who sup-
plied police the date, time and number
of a pay phone in California where she
was to call Clein. He was captured
while talking on that phone, outside a
convenience store, in February 1996,
His last words to her reportedly were,
“You set me up.”

Int late August 1997, Kane obtained a
warrant for Carpenter’s arrest on a
charge of capital felony. Keefe said the
prosecutor did not tell him about the
warrant until two months later. Ile
said he informed Carpenter and was
making arrangements for her volun-
tary return when she was apprehend-
edonNov.11. ~ 7

Kane declined to be interviewed for
thisstory. To secure Carpenter’s extra-
dition, Kane told Irish authorities he
would not seek a death sentence, Ire-
land will not extradite prisoners in
cases where adeath sentence is apossi-
bility. Carpenter ultimately waived ex-
tradition and retwrned to the United
States voluntarily, in the company of
the U.8. marshals.

“ITwasatthegymI'd beena member
of since I got to Dublin,” Carpenter
said. “A guy came up to me and said,
‘Are you Beth Carpenter?” I said yes.”
Another plainclothes officer appeared
and they took her into custedy. “I wag
in shock. They were reading me some
Papers, and [just didn't understand.”
Carpenter remained at Mount Joy
Prison in Ireland for more than 17
months, She praised its huntanitarian
approach, from allowing inmates to
Wwear their own clothing to listening to
and addressing inmates’ complaints.
Shehad a part in a play staged for char-
ity, and the inmate actors were permit-
ted to socialize with the guests after-
Ward. The prison’s Christmas service
Was broadcast nationwide, and she
fead a poem during the serviceRail
thin and only 5 feet 3, she broke her
Noseand arib playing rugby and sever-
al fingers playing volleyball.

Her experience at the Irish prison,
Where she says she never once was in
handcuffs, contrasted sharply with

wie

on ner return to the United States on

June 19, 1999. She was taken to York in

shackles, her wrists secuved to a belly

chain, -

Carpenter’s charge is the most seri-
ous that can be hrought against a
criminal defendant in Connecticut, As
& result, she was kept in the prison’s
administrative segregation unit, being
fed through a slot in the door,

“You're supposed to get out for one
hour every other day and three tilmes a
week for a shower," Carpenter said.
“That deesn't mean it happens.”

When her lawyers complained in
court about her prison conditions, the
guards at York would taunt her and
further restrict her privileges, she
said, The medication she was sup-
posed to get for migraines often was
withheld or delayed.

“Youshutdown when you're there,”
she said of prison life, “You show no
emotion. If you're crying, they put you
on suicide watch, If you getangry, you
get disciplined. So you have to shut
down everything.

“You den’t really notice it at the
time,” she said. “But when 1 came
home, I started getting emotional at
things most people don’t getemotional
about.”

While at York, she made a fow com-
plaints to the warden about a partic-
ular efficer who would routinely “lock
down” the unit rather than deal with
the inmates. “I don’t call that jailhouse
lawyering,” Carpenter said, when -
asked if she saw herselfin that role, “T
just call it sticking up for my rights.”

Carpenter has set new goals for her-
self that have nothing to do with the
white-collar world of corporate law.
Now, if given the opportunity to pur-
sue her career anew, Carpenter wants
to go back to prison.

“I know it may sound weird, but be-
cause of everything I've been throngh
and all the people I've met, I would like
to work for some sort of prison reform
in this country, to make it more like
the Irish system, which is so much
more humanitarian,” Carpenter said,

First, though, she must place her
faith in 12 strangers chosen to deter-

© minewhsthorche wrill anord tha restof
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her life behind bars, at York, without
possibility of parole. She said she is go-
ing to New London Superior Cowrt
seeking vindication, her freedom and
afresh start.

“Tdon't know how to describe all the
emotions I feel,” she said, her eyes
welling. “A part of it is anger. I feel 2
large injustice has been committed.”
It’sone she says noacquittal can erase.

“You tell me how, after seven YEEI‘F:
how do you make that up to someone?




