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The woman who fatally stabbed

~ ~ East Hartford resident Jean Hill’s
daughter stood inside a courtroom recently

asking for a pardon.

But Hill wasn't there. No one had told

“Ifl had a
chance, I

would have

sqid that, .M@m... is

b
by

is'dedd.”
Jear Hill

s
ter

her LaResse Harvey,
who was convicted
of manslaughter and
served prison time for

stabbing Tammy Hill

in 1993, was seeking
a full pardon, which

would have erased

her criminal record.
Instead, Jean Hill
learned about Har-
vey’s application from
the New Haven Regis-
ter two weeks after the
June 27 Board of Par-
dens public hearing,

when the board heard testimony, then made
its décision in ¢tlesed session. This was the
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mﬂ.m_._mmwman_ﬂ.ﬂ

LaResse Harvey ,.Emwwnq.m_‘ﬁagamza related to her pardonrequest for a manslaughter conviction

stemming from 2 1993 stabbiny:

The victim

s mother didn

't know Harvey was seeking a pardon.
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second time Harvey sought
a pardon. Hill wasn’t noti-
fied either time. Register .
staff was able to locafe

Hill’s current address
within minutes ::d:,mr an_
Internef search. .

“Nobody ever contacted
me about this (pardon
application.) Why didn’t
anyone contact me?” Hill
asked. She said that if she
had known, she would
have gone to the hearing
to speak against Harvey’s
application.

“If I had a chance, I
would have said that she
is in court trying to'get a
pardon and my daughter
is dead,” Hill said. “I don’t
feel it is fair that she is,
enjoying life and rﬁam the
life my daughter ‘shofifd
have. Anybody that killed
somebody shouldn™t get a
pardon. I think that con-
viction should show up on

their récord.”
#17 .-.l.-..n 175~

Sitrantian inmtE

see who obtained pardens,

" and staff there said they'get”

only occasional requests to
see the minutes. (The lists

are also included With this .

story online at nhregister.
com.)

DeFeo said“efforts, are
" made to conta¢t victimg or-

surviving family members
before hearings.

“Human érror i some-
‘thing we deal with,” DeFeo
said. “There. are times
when we don’t get in touch
with victims.”

The state Office of Vic-
tim Services has two advo-
cates assigned to'the Board
of Pardons and Paroles.
These advocates attempt
through various means to
locate victims and survi-
VOrs, mnno_.m:um to DeFeo
and Cimino

When searching for vic-
tims or their relatives, they
will. o?mnw.Emnmm like the
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do so. “Victims need to
také certdin §téps to be”
included,” she said. “Most
peoplé'think it will hippen
automatically. We iry 1o
make sure they know how
to get notified.

“If it is.a case that pre-
dates tegistration, then
ttiere has to be generalized
searches for the victims.
We have to:mike sure they
are reaching out to find
people.” o

Cruz said she %_mzm to
tatk toithie Board.of Pardons
about the. Hill ase; and to
seé what steps a¥e taken to
notify families; particular-
1y in oldeér cases.

“If there was no victim
participation, that con-
cerns me,” Cruz said.

The Office of Victim Ser-
vices currentiy has 2,197
names listed in its notifi-
cation Tegistry, which was
Hmcsnvma around 1996,

, Tamumy Hill rmn_
to the University o
and wanted to be a law-
yer when she was killed,
according to. rmmEoEmH. B
*She'was.a very smart
and nice girl,” Hill said.

applied p

Tammy Hill was stabbed -
in NewBritdin .during an. “behalf, at. a May pardon’

argument over a man,
according to her mother.
“Ihey wete arguing,
and (Tammy) was getting
ready to leave, and LaRes-
se went into the house, got

‘a knife, called Tarhmy’s
‘name, and Tammy furned
around, and that is When'

she stabbed her in the
chest,” Hill said.

Hill raised her grand-
daughter, Tammy’s daugh-
ter, Shakia Deleston, now

24, Deleston has no memo-

ry of her mother.

+* While no one at the par-

don hearing represented
Hill’s family, several peo-

“Hartford”

= Pardons: Vietims; families need to register for notice

pany has gone before the see how I've changed and
state legislature, and Har- lived my life since then. I
vey said she hopes to pur- was an =nm=_m¢m child.
sue Em:ﬁmmm dahd family, Nat having the proper
counseling.’ . Jdigection sent roe down the

Hill's situation isn’t _umm.r one I feel fortunate to
unique. No victims spoke, have gotten out of. I'am not
“and.no.one_spoke | on theit; the person 1 was then, and
1 am truly grateful to the
board for mmmEm something
‘good in me.”

In another case, m<mu
though the victim pf one vio-
vices said it was unable to lent crime has sinice passed
locate any victims. away, victim advdcates ere

As a teen, DeChiarie abletoxeach her rélatives for
got felony convictions in. their input on what sHéuld

hearing for Woodstock,
N.Y., resident James
DeChiario.

The Office of Victim Ser-

connection with a 1995 happento one of her convict-
robberyof a Subway sand- ed attackers, s&T recently
wich shop in Milford, and sought a pardon. |

a separate 1995 :ENE?_ When Scott rrmommywa.m,
restraint incident. Policex moumE a pardon before the
at the time said DeChiario board in May, a prosecu-
and another teen held a 16- thr-spoke against it, and
year-old Orange girl against - ctim -advocate spoke
her .will, threatening her. 6 behalf of ‘his victim’s
at WEFGEE thougl'she faifiily. After hedring from
was not injured. DeChiario 'them, the board -unani-
Eocmr‘ -denied LaBoss-

..= smm Wmms 24 years.. was a .Hmmzmmm_. and have paid my debt _c society. I'd like to be

iere’s reffuest.
h&wcmmﬂmum served prison

Huma im rannastiame aith thae



remain unaware when
convicts who caused them
Harm seek to get their erim-
inal records erased.

Linda Ciminp, director
of the Office of Victim Ser-
vices with the state judicial
branch, said they are able
to locate a victim in about
15 percent 1o 20 percent of
pardon cases.

Hill said a victim advo-
caie told her Harvey pot a
provisional pardon. Board
minuies, confirm this,
though Harvey on Friday
still hadn’t received any
notification. '

A provisional pardon

does not expunge an indi

vidual’s conviction, but
commes with a “certificate’

of employability” from
the board, and makes it
illegal for an employer to
deny employment based
on one's criminal record.
An individual who gets a
provisional pardon can try
again for a full pardon.

The board also can grant
conditionatpardons, which
resulis In an erasure,.of the
criminal record, with con-
ditions, or it can deny an
application outright.

“There isn’t anything 1
can do about it,” Hill said of
the outcome. “I would have
been even more upset if she
had gotten a full pardon.”

Harvey, of Plainville,
said Friday she wanted
a full pardon so she can
move forward with her
life, and she plans to again
seek a full pardon.

As for Hill's family mem-
bers not being notified,
Harvey said, “they should
have been.”

“That is their right to be
there, and 1 would have

been upset, too,” Harvey.

said. “1 wish her fam-
ily had been contacted, so
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Scotft LaBossiere paints a mural at .Em Manson Youth institution in 1997.

Office of Victims Services
victim registry, which has
a Post-Conviction Notifica-
tion Program, DeFeo said.
It includes a service to give
victims infermation about
pardon hearings,

There are also checks
done with the Department
of Correction’s victim reg-
istry, and some general
Internet searches, accord-
ing to DeFeo.

“If they still can’t locate
the victim, the case goes
forward,” DeFeo said. “If

they can reach the person,

the victim has a right to
testify at the hearing.”
DeFeo said outreach was
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-look to see if a victim

according to Cimino.

“If a crime occurred
before then, the ability to
get people to retroactively
join the registration pro-
gram is difficult,” Cimino
said. “I'm very sorry Miss
Hill is upset. Clearly, we
wish we -could contact
everybody.”

If no one is registered
to learn about a particular
individual seeking a par-
don, the advocates will
'S
narme is in the file and try
to locate the person via
Internet searches, too,
according to Cimino.

Brian Garnett, spokesman
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ple came to the hearing to
support Harvey’s request.

Harvey, founder and
director of Civic TrustPub-
lic Lobbying Co., toldithe
pardons board she had
been acting in self-defense
when she caused the fatal
wound,

“1 made a poor decision

19 years ago,” she said. “I'

was protecting myself and
had no intention of killing
Tammy Hill.”

Harvey said Hill came to
her heme and an argument
ensued. Harvey alleged
that Hill hit her on the
back of the head. Harvey

told the board she ran into

Jister Fle photo

livedin Nofth Haven at the

time.

DeChiario’s attorney,
Tara Knight of New Haven,
said her client got a full
pardon.

The Boston Post Road
Subway shop where the
rabbery took place is no
longer there. Kevin Kane,

a spokesman at Subway’s.

Milford headquarters, said
it didn’t appear that any-
one had contacted Subway
about the DeChiario par-
don case.

Knight, who had rep-
resented DeChiario at
the time of the original
offenses 17 vears ‘azn.

Seott LaBossiere
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dette Parks in 1988. Parks
died in 2006 at the age of
77. She was a Westbrook
resident at the time of her
death.

“It has been 24 vyears. |
was a leenager and have
paid my debt to society.
I'd like to-be freed from
the past,” LaBossiere told
the board. “I have lremen-

*dous guilt issues about this

crime. [ was 19 vears old.”

According to LaBossiere,
a friend suggested the rob-
bery and he wernt along
with it.

“We were smoking mar-
fjuana and drinking. I'm
not blaming that but it had
an efiect,” LaBossiere said.
“We broke in through the
back window. We were
surprised the person was
home. [ am so sorry.”

LaBossiere and an
accomplice took the wom-
an’s car, purse and money.

LaBossiere, an arfist, said
art was his saving grace in
jail. “I have learned from
‘my mistakes,” he said;

“I have to give back to
the world that I took from.
1 made a terrible decision,
1am so ashamed of myself,
and I'm very sorry for what
Idid.”

Senior Assistant State’s
Attorney Paul Narducci
objected to any pardon for
LaBossiere, citing the “hei-
nous nature of the crime,”
in which the victim was
beaten with a flashlight, tied
up and placed in a closet.

A victim advocate read
a statement {romjParks’
children at the hearing, in
which they asked that the
pardon request be denijed.

According to her chil-
dren, she was found
unconscious.and bleeding
heavilyin:a closet and was
at deathis door becausé, of
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