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What was likely the biggest pot bust
West Haven history went up in
oke Thursday after serious doubts
se about the legality of the search
t uncovered millions of dollars in
rijuana plants.
Vietnamese immigrants Thu Dang,
her husband Tam Ha, 31, and
sther man, Meng Le, 51, were
ested by West Haven police Dec, 22,
13, after officers found about $4 mil-
1 worth of marijuana plants grow-

e a - f

Legality of search @%mmos_&w 2 mnnmwﬁ plea deal

ing in their homes.

But prosecutors dismissed all
charges against Le and they accepted
drastically reduced plea bargains for
Dang and ‘Ha Thursday at Superior
Court in Milford after it became
increasingly suspect whether officers
were given consent to search Dang’s
‘Center Street house and Le's Washing-
ton Avenue home that day.

The case fell apart during a hearing

to suppress evidence requested by
defense attorneys. Superior Court
Judge John J. Ronan said that testimo-
ny given by the oificers and detectives
involved raised “serious legal search
and seizure issues.”

West Haven police Detective David
Howard and other officers said that two

anonyrmous 911 phone calls alleging -

some kind of electricity theft or prob-
lem in Dang's basement led them to

her Center Street home but he insisted
that Dang willingly let officers inside.
But whether Dang, who needed a
Vietnamese interpreter throughout the
hearing, understood police and
whether the anonymous calls were
grounds to even ask for a search in the
first place, both motivated the plea
agreements, Ha's defense attorney, Dan
Lyons of West Haven, said. .
“It didn't rise to the legal level t

ther

ked Dang or Le to

sien one, he said.
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