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t concedes the evidence against her
*. would likely resultina convic-

tion.
State’s Attorney Mary Galvin
is recommending a sentence of no

less than 20 years. )
o] think we entered into what s
an appropriate disposition,”
Galvin said, decliningto elaborate
on why the state agreed to drop the
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Woman pleads guilty
to stabbing boyfriend

By Tucker McCormack 11 ju-l-'ors had been chosen to serve
on'the 12-member jury, openeda |~

Register Staff

murder charge. “The family is
glad to have closure. .. and that
they can start 10 deal with this.
They love their son very much and
there's nio greater loss thantdlose
achild.” "

willette's  attorney., “Tara

fairer plea agreement. Knight

MILFORD — With a trial just Afloodgate of emoticn ina crowded

days away, a West Haven womarn Milford courtroom.

charged with fatally stabbing her
boyfriend in a domestic dispute
pleaded guilty t0 first-degree

jtz, She’s frightened

ed in the prosecution offering a - and
ight " be imposed.

ds guijty to ménﬁlaughter chaI?QB

intends to argue fc}r?glesser
tence, “based on many mitig
circumstances.” , bl
eghe (Willette) is devaite
Knight said. “She feels very
for the Finch family. She
couldn’t express it becaus
wasontrial. This has beena
ple tragedy foreve fong inve
et ; zigrd she's:
and she hopes 1;}5‘ senten:
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Fineh's family members atid
Willette's mother sat on opposité ¢
sides of the courtroom. Barry {

L . T . !
manslaughter in Superior Court Finch, the victim’s father, heldiis
daughter, Lisa, in his arm as ghe

.

Tuesday.

Charissa Willette, 19, wept as cried softly.
she stood before Judge Jack L. : ¢
Grogins and acceptedga plea bar- ga_IIE_ry was f_llled with a group Q‘F
gain in the killing of Kevin Finch, criminal justice students from thg

A section of the

-

rTa -
courtroaln

24, of Milford. - :
She faces up to 20 years in
rison. Willette, who is free on
$150,000 bail, is scheduled tobe
sentenced Jan.7.

The plea agreement was a sur-
prise reversalina murder case that
appeared headed for trial after a
year of failed plea bargain negoti-
ations.

The agreement, reached after

University of New Haven, whio
watched the proceedings with
interest. Some of the female stus
dents fought back tears. :

The Finch family declined o
comment after leaving the courtr
house. et
Willette's plea was made under
the Alford doctrine, which meafis

Willette does not admit guilt but
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